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Animal Sacrifice 
 

Most people believe that after Jesus’s Death, burial and resurrection that the Animal Sacrifices 

stopped. Or at least they think, the Disciples and the other followers of Jesus quit engaging in them.  By 

the day of Pentecost (when most believed the Church began) the practice of offering Animal Sacrifices were no 

longer being practiced by the followers of Jesus. At least that is what most Christians believe.  Most 

Christians believe, Animal Sacrifices were now finished, and to continue them would be improper.   
 

The question is now, are they correct?  After Pentecost did the followers of Jesus quit keeping the 

Laws of God?   Did they believe that Jesus, by fulfilling the Law, had somehow abolished God’s Laws or 

at least had done away with their obligations to keep them?  Did they sincerely believe, that because of 

the Death of Jesus on the Cross, the need for Animal Sacrifice was abolished and/or done away with? 

 

If so, wouldn’t the New Testament show this?  Or does it indicate something very different?  As 

strange as it may sound to most Christians it actually does not assert this.  On the contrary, it shows that 

the New Testament believers were still offering Animal Sacrifices and keeping the rest of the Laws of 

God (sometimes called the Law of Moses, because God transmitted them through him).  As we will see, some 18 to 20 

years after the Crucifixion of Jesus, those who had been taught by Jesus in person for years during Jesus’s 

ministry, were still keeping the Laws of God and offering Animal Sacrifices, which are part of the Laws 

of God.  Jesus had appeared to many of these people after his resurrection to teach and instruct them how 

to proceed.  Following his guidance, they were still keeping the Laws of God and offering Animal 

Sacrifices!  However, some others had been spreading lies about Paul, saying that Paul was telling the 

Children of Israel who were living among the Gentiles, to no longer keep God’s Laws!  
 

Acts 21:23-24  (NASV) 

(23) “Therefore do this that we tell you.  We have four men who are under a vow;  

(24) take them and purify yourself along with them, and pay their expenses in order that 

they may shave their heads; and all will know that there is nothing to the things which 

they have been told about you, but that you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law. 
 

We see that Paul had earlier also taken a similar vow, as these four men had. 
 

Acts 18:18 

(NIV) 

(18) … Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off 

at Cenchrea because of a vow he had taken. 

(NASV) 

(18) … In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he 

was keeping a vow. 
 

Paul is either starting the vow or he has accidentally been defiled and is renewing or restarting the 

vow!  In Numbers 6:2-21 you will see the Nazirite vow is set forth and it is required to shave ones hair in 

order to start the renewal processes of the vow. As we see in the latter portion of this quote, Animal 

Sacrifices are required to complete the vow.  Paul is there to offer the appropriate Animal Sacrifices for 

himself, to fulfill his vow.  And he is encouraged to also pay for, four others to complete their vows as 

well (apparently by purchasing the needed Animals, for the Sacrifices, which the others needed to complete their vows).   
 

So here we have Paul along with the four others, which he was helping financially, are all in the 

Temple and in the process of offering the appropriate Animal Sacrifices.  In the middle of all of this, Paul 

is arrested and eventually he is shipped off to Rome.   
 

As was pointed out earlier, many if not most of the believers in Jerusalem had the privilege of 

being taught by Jesus, face to face, during His earthly ministry.  As well as having had the advantage and 

the blessing of having Jesus appear to them after his resurrection, to explain what all of this meant and 

how to proceed in The Faith.  These believers never stopped keeping the Laws of God or refrained from 

offering Animal Sacrifices!  
 

Acts 21:20  (NASV) 

(20) … “You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of 

those who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; …” 


