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St. Jerome 
 
 He was born in Stridon in 347.  He went to Rome as a student where he learned Latin and 

studied Christian Theology.   He later made a revision of the Latin Bible, based on the Greek 

manuscripts of New Testament and the Septuagint, translating much of what became the Latin 

Vulgate.  Jerome died in 420 near Bethlehem.  

 

 During the late forth and early fifth centuries Jerome had decided to spend the later part 

of his life in and around the Holy Land.  During this time (if not before) he came in contact with 

many of the Judaeo-Christians of the region.  Jerome noted that the religion practiced by these 

Judaeo-Christians was dramatically different from the Gentile-Christianity which he and the rest 

of those in the Roman Empire practiced! 

 

Probably one of the most concise and short assessments of this difference was made in a 

single short comment about the Judaeo-Christians.  Referring to Judaeo-Christians, Jerome said:  

 

“Being both Jewish and Christian, they are neither Jewish nor Christian!” 

 

The basic difference in the Judaeo-Christian Theology and Gentile-Christian Theology 

can be seen in the New Testament BOOK OF ACTS.  In how the Judaeo-Christians viewed the 

Commandments and Laws of God, verses how the Gentile-Christians would view them.   

 

Acts 21:20  (NASB) 

(20) … “You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews 

of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for THE LAW; …” 

 

For many years after the Crucifixion of JESUS, those who had been taught by JESUS, in 

person, for years during JESUS’s ministry, were still keeping the LAWS OF GOD that applied to 

them!   Also, don’t forget, the New Testament shows that JESUS had appeared to many, if not 

most, of these people after His resurrection; teaching and instructing them on how to proceed. 

 

 Yet today most, if not all, of Gentile-Christianity claims that JESUS did away with THE 

LAW and instituted “Grace” as the only means for the True Believer to become saved and 

receive ETERNAL LIFE! 

 

However, as was pointed out earlier, many if not most of these believers in Jerusalem, 

mentioned in the BOOK OF ACTS, had the privilege of being taught by THE MESSIAH, face to face, 

during His earthly ministry.  As well as having had the advantage, and the blessing, of having 

JESUS appear to them after his resurrection, to explain what all of this meant and how to proceed.  

These Believers in the book of Acts never refrained from offering Animal Sacrifices while there 

was still a Temple nor did they stopped adhering to any of the LAWS OF GOD!   

 

 The question is:  “Were these Judaeo-Christians wrong to follow JESUS and worship in 

the manner that He, JESUS, taught them to worship?   
 

Or, NOT? 


