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What is SIN? 
 

 

 The best definition of Sin in a religious or Biblical context is the definition given in the New Testament in the book of 

1st John. 
 

1st John 3:4  (KJV) 

(4) Whoever committeth SIN transgresseth also the Law: for SIN 

is the transgression of the Law. 
 

 So, perhaps we should keep this definition in mind as we read other portions of the New Testament.  If we do so, this 

may well help give a more complete understanding of what the writer intends to convey.   

 

Romans 6:14 through 7:1  (KJV) 

(14) For sin (transgression of the Law) shall not have 

dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 

grace.  

(15) What then? Shall we sin (transgress the Law), because we 

are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

(16) Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants 

to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin 

(transgression of the Law) unto death, or of obedience unto 

righteousness? 

(17) But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin 

(transgressing the Law), but ye have obeyed from the heart 

that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

(18) Being then made free from sin (transgressing the Law), 

ye became the servants of righteousness. 

(19) I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity 

of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to 

uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield 

your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

(20) For when ye were the servants of sin (transgressing the 

Law), ye were free from righteousness. 

(21) What fruit had ye then in those things whereof you are 

now ashamed: For the end of those things is death. 

(22) But now being made free from sin (transgression of the 

Law), and become servants to God, you have your fruit unto 

holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

(23) For the wages of sin (transgressing the Law) is death; but 

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(1) Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the 

Law,) how that the Law hath dominion over a man as long as 

he liveth?  

 

 

Romans 6:14 through 7:1  (NASB) 

(14) For sin (transgression of the Law) shall not be master 

over you, for you are not under law, but under grace. 

(15) What then? Shall we sin (transgress the Law) because we 

are not under law but under grace? May it never be! 

(16) Do you not know that when you present yourselves to 

someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one 

whom you obey, either of sin (transgression of the Law) 

resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 

(17) But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin 

(transgressing the Law), you become obedient from the heart 

to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 

(18) and have been freed from sin (transgressing the Law), 

you become slaves of righteousness.  

(19) I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of 

your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves 

to impurity and to Lawlessness, resulting in further 

lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to 

righteousness, resulting in sanctification. 

(20) For when you were slaves of sin (transgressing the Law), 

you were free in regard to righteousness.  

(21) Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the 

things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of 

those things is death. 

(22) But now having been freed from sin (transgression of the 

Law) and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting 

in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.  

(23) For the wages of sin (transgressing the Law) is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(1) Or do you not known, brethren (for I am speaking to those 

who know the Law), that the Law has jurisdiction over a 

person as long as he lives?  

 

 Notice, that Paul directs his comment in chapter seven verse one, only to those who knew what the Law or Laws of 

God were.  Perhaps because Hellenized Jews and the Gentiles would not be able to understand what he was talking about without 

first knowing the Law of God, which he was talking about?   Also notice, that his conclusion is contrary to what most 

Christians have been taught, and erroneously believe about Paul.   For Paul was not opposed to keeping the Law of God!  
 

Romans 3:31 (Amplified) 

(31) Do we then by [this] faith make the Law of no effect, 

overthrow it or make it a dead letter? Certainly not! On the 

contrary we confirm and establish and uphold the Law.  

 

Romans 3:31 (KJV) 

(31) Do we then make void the law 

through faith? God forbid: yes, we 

establish the law. 

Romans 3:31 (NASB) 

(31) Do we then nullify the Law 

through faith? May it never be! On the 

contrary, we establish the Law. 

Romans 3:31 (NIV) 

(31) Do we, then, nullify the law by this 

faith? Not at all! We uphold the Law.   

 
 

 Do most Christians confirm, establish and uphold the Law?  Or, do most Christians oppose even the thought that a 

Christian should try and keep the Law?  Believing that Jesus did away with the Law and that it is now somehow a SIN ?  Yes, the 

so called SIN of WORKS, claiming they are trying to earn their SALVATION!  Believing that somehow they would be denying 

Jesus, if they ever tried to keep any of the Laws that applied to them!  Sadly, most Christians have been indoctrinated to believe 

this.  That even trying to obey God and keep His Laws that would apply to you has now somehow, become a SIN – of WORKS!  

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil;…” Isaiah 5:20 (KJV).  Then Peter and the others Apostles answered and said, 

“We ought to obey God rather than men! ” Acts 5:29 (KJV)    


